The Shadow Of Darkness Is Stripped Away.
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Isaiah 9:1-4

1 But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3 You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4 For
the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on
the day of Midian.

NetBible Notes
“sn The statement probably alludes to the Assyrian conquest of Israel in ca. 734-733 b.c., when Tiglath-pileser
Il annexed much of Israel’s territory and reduced Samaria to a puppet state.

9:4 God would deliver them from their enemies, primarily physical but also spiritual enemies. The Assyrians
would impose a yoke on the Israelites, but God would break that yoke off (cf. Exod. 1:11; 2:11; 3:7-8;
5:4-7,10-14; 6:6-7; Lev. 26:13; Matt. 11:29-30). This deliverance would be entirely of God and against
overwhelming odds, as when God broke the yoke of Midian (Judg. 6—7, cf. especially 6:35; 7:2-14, and 20).
9:5 God would not just give victory to Israel, but He would cause wars to cease (cf. Ps. 46:9-10). His people
would enter into the fruits of a past victory, namely, the victory of their Messiah.

Matthew 4:12-23

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth and made
his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15 "Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea,
across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned." 17 From that time Jesus
began to proclaim, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." 18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee,
he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they
were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, "Follow me, and | will make you fish for people." 20 Immediately they
left their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee
and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22
Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching
in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and

every sickness among the people.



1 Corinthians 1:10-18

10 Now | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in
agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same
purpose. 11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers
and sisters. 12 What | mean is that each of you says, "l belong to Paul," or "l belong to Apollos," or "l belong to
Cephas," or "l belong to Christ." 13 Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized
in the name of Paul? 14 | thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one
can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, |
do not know whether | baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the
gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.18 For the
message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God.

First Issue Of Many Dealt With By Paul

“. . . this opening issue is the most crucial in the letter, not because their ‘quarrels’ were the
most significant error in the church, but because the nature of this particular strife had as its
root cause their false theology, which had exchanged the theology of the cross for a false
triumphalism that went beyond, or excluded, the cross.” ( Constable’s Notes )

Triumphalism is the belief that Christians are triumphing now over sin and its consequences to the exclusion
of persecution, suffering, and some human limitations. It is sometimes, and it was in Corinth, an evidence of
an over-realized eschatology, which is that we have already entered into certain blessings of salvation that

really lie ahead of us in the eschaton (end times).

The surface manifestation of this serious problem was the party spirit that had developed. Members of the
church were appreciating their favorite leaders too much and not appreciating the others enough. This was
really a manifestation of self-exaltation. They boasted about their teachers of wisdom to boast about
themselves. ( NetBible Notes )

We cannot forget that the Light has come to reveal and to expose sin. No matter what it is! That light
wants us not to be a slave to it, or the darkness it brings. Instead, that Light wants to set us free
from the chains of bondage. God doesn’t want you to be a slave anymore. Whether its to false
concepts, vain arguments, awful addictions or hideous relationships. It doesn’t matter. God wants you
to be able to rest in His love, abide in His church and be strengthened by His Holy Spirit's
encouragement, insight and direction. He has come to shine the Light. To see things for how they truly

are, and to get intune to what He has made available to you.

For the scripture says:



2 Peter 1:3

3 His divine power has given us everything needed for life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who

called us by his own glory and goodness.



