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Lesson 5
THE PURGING OF THE CONSCIENCE
Catechism Two, Lesson 5
Reading: Hebrews 9:1–15
1. What Are The Results Of Repentance?
The results of repentance and faith are difficult to separate since these two foundations are combined in regeneration. Nevertheless, certain results can be attributed to repentance: joy in heaven, pardon and forgiveness, the reception of the Holy Spirit, and the beginning of a whole new life style.
A. Joy in heaven.
There is joy in the presence of the angels of God, as well as in the heart of God Himself, over the repentance of sinners.
I say unto you, that likewise joy shell be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.…Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth Luke 15:7, 10).
B. Forgiveness and pardon.
Repentance prepares and qualifies us to receive God’s forgiveness and pardon. Repentance in no way earns God’s favor. In His grace and mercy, He has promised to forgive and cleanse us when we open ourselves to Him in repentance. As He does this for us, we experience a deep inner peace and assurance—we know our sins have been washed away.
Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord (Acts 3:19).
C. Reception of the Holy Spirit.
When we repent, God pours out His Spirit upon us and gives us spiritual understanding of His Word. Once we have made the decision to “do” His will, we “know” whether the teaching or doctrine has its origin in God or not. Repentance is a part of preparing and cleansing us as a vessel to be filled with the holy presence of God in the person of the Holy Spirit.
Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you (Prov. 1:23).
D. New life patterns.
Repentance is the beginning of an entire life of turning to God. After our initial turning from sin to God, there is a progressive repentance which continues throughout our whole lifetime as God separates us to Himself. During this process, which the Bible calls “sanctification,” we are made aware of things which displease God and must be changed. Our response is to repent when He sheds His light upon these things. Little by little, we are changed into His image as we cooperate with the Holy Spirit. We are not only finished with sin, but we are growing in holiness.
Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God (2 Cor. 7:1).
2. Why Must We Repent From “Dead Works”?
Until we stop relying upon our own efforts, we will be unable to rely upon God. All other religions emphasize man’s duties toward God; Christianity alone offers a salvation which has already been purchased “for” man at God’s own expense. God’s salvation is not only given freely, but it is applied by the Holy Spirit’s living within us. We must turn from all self-reliance to experience life in God.
A. We must stop trusting in ourselves before we can wholly trust God.
But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead: Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us (2 Cor. 1:9, 10).
B. Nothing we can do will produce life; we must draw from God as our source.
I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing (John 15:5).
C. Reliance upon religious tradition dilutes the effectiveness of God’s Word.
… Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition (Matt. 15:6).
Dead works include everything we do without relying upon God, and drawing from His life. Very often these are very religious things, and we do not recognize them as subtle forms of self-effort and dependence upon ourselves. We have no life apart from vital union with Jesus Christ; nothing we can do will produce that life. Throughout Scripture, dead works are contrasted with “fruit” because fruit grows as the result of union with something alive.
3. How Does God’s Grace Differ From Dependence Upon Dead Works?
Grace is the exact opposite of earning merit through works. God’s favor cannot be earned and can never be repaid. It is always a free gift, without reference to merit or worthiness.
And if by grace, then is it no more of works: other wise grace is no more grace (Rom. 11:6).
A. Grace justifies; works can never justify.
That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life (Tit. 3:7).
… for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified (Gal. 2:16).
B. Grace is given freely; works make us debtors.
Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus (Rom. 3:24).
Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt (Rom. 4:4).
C. Grace imparts humility and faith to accept Christ’s salvation; works make us boastful and resistant to mercy.
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast (Eph. 2:8, 9).
D. Grace glorifies God; dependence upon works seeks to honor man.
To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved (Eph. 1:6).
So if, through your faith in Christ, you are dead to the principles of this world’s life, why, as if you were still part and parcel of this worldwide system, do you take the slightest notice of these purely human prohibitions—“Don’t touch this,” “Don’t taste that” and “Don’t handle the other”? “This,” “that,” and “the other” will all pass away after use! I know that these regulations look wise with their self-inspired efforts at worship, their policy of self-humbling, and their studied neglect of the body. But in actual practice they do honor, not to God, but to man’s own pride (Col. 2:20–23 Phillips).
E. Grace says that Christ did it all for us; dead works declare that we need Christ “and” something else.
Trying to mix grace and dependence on anything else—even the law—only nullifies the power of God’s salvation.
Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace (Gal. 5:4).
4. How Does Reliance Upon Dead Works Make Redemption Ineffectual In Our Personal Experience?
When we continue in dead works, we become enslaved to a legalistic system which demands of us works only the Holy Spirit can produce in us. The New Covenant is a new heart, not a new set of external demands. Since we cannot achieve these works on our own, we fail to meet our own standards. For this reason, we experience constant bondage and condemnation.
Condemnation always produces a deep unsureness or lack of confidence toward God. We dread approaching Him and find all kinds of excuses not to draw near to Him in prayer and communion. Even when we do make petition to God, we are unable to ask with confidence because of the internal nagging of condemnation. Instead of serving God out of love for Him, we do so out of fear.
Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage (Gal. 5:1).
5. Why Do We Need Our Conscience Purged From Dead Works?
Our conscience will continue either to condemn us or to excuse us, as long as our reliance is upon works of merit we think we can do. This keeps alive a consciousness of sin, because we never know when we have done enough. Also, we continue to disappoint ourselves by not meeting our own goals and standards. Awareness of sin can only be settled by the blood of Jesus.
The Lord removes from us the whole system of measuring ourselves according to attempts to merit righteousness. He reveals to us that all acceptance with God is on the basis of the blood of Jesus Christ. He alone is righteous and we are accepted in Him. No other standards apply when we are dealing with God.
How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? (Heb. 9:14).
A. We are freed to serve the living God—a new dimension in worship.
The word “serve” means “worship,” and conveys the thought of our voluntarily giving ourselves and all we have as a spiritual sacrifice to God. Once the Holy Spirit frees us from the legalistic demands of a system of works, we spontaneously “want” to serve Him. The realization of acceptance according to God’s mercy releases us to delight in doing God’s will.
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service (Rom. 12:1).
B. We are freed to enter into the rest of faith.
When we quit doing our own works, we find the rest of faith. Our assurance is based upon Christ’s work for us and in us. We can afford to put an end to self-effort and to allow the Holy Spirit to produce Christlikeness within us.
For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his (Heb. 4:10).
C. We have confidence toward God.
Once our conscience has been purged of guilt and dead works, we experience a confidence toward God which enables us to approach Him boldly. The Greek word for “boldness” means “freedom of speech, unreservedness of utterance, plainness, openness, cheerful courage, or confidence.” When we have this confidence, we can talk to God directly from our hearts without holding back in fear or guilt.
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water (Heb. 10:22.).
D. We relax our standards in relation to other people.
When we are no longer struggling over legalism, we are able to relax our standards in relation to others. We can stop being critical. We can enlarge our circle of fellowship, knowing that differences in habits and practices not emphasized by the Word need not be top priority to us. Fellowship is determined by a living relationship with God, not by the way we dress, the days we observe, our dietary habits and the like. We can afford to be tolerant of others.
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1. What are the results of repentance?
a.
b.
c.
d.
2. What does the Bible mean by “dead works”?
3. What is “grace”?
4. Why is it harmful to mix grace and dependence upon anything else?
5. What does condemnation do to us?
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